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Sundays at: 

8:15am 
Traditional 

Sundays at: 
10:45am 

Contemporary 

Saturdays at: 
5:30pm 

Elevation 

Worship With Us: 

September 2009 

Pastor:  Matthew  E. Lake 

Second Avenue UMC 

The Scr
oll 

Visit us at: 
www.2ndaveumc.org 

E-Mail: 
2ndaveumc@verizon.net 

 
Phone:  (814) 943-2072 

Fax:  (814) 943-4453 

Reaching Seekers, Building  
Believers in Christ 

Dates to Remember:  
Sept. 12 & 13:  Fall Launch 
Sept. 13:  Promotion Sunday 
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I DO! 
These are the words that we wait for with eager anticipation in any good wedding ser-
vice!  In fact, you could argue that these are the only words that really matter in the 
whole of the wedding service.   Without them, the service would be incomplete… all of 
the preparation, all of the high emotion, all of the decorations would be for naught if 
when the vows were exchanged the potential spouse to be some how did not offer the re-
sponse of “I do.” 
I DO! 
Imagine having a perfect wedding ceremony with everyone standing where they were 
supposed to, the flowers smelling beautiful, the in-laws sitting in gleeful celebration.  
And then with the holy vows offered and a spirit of love and sacrificial living present the 
question was asked:  “Do you take this person to be your lawfully wedded spouse, for bet-
ter or for worse, for all of your life?”  A perfect moment is present.  But what if the words 
that were then heard were “Maybe…” or “If I feel like it” or even worse, “No… I do not.”  
Such a jarring response would ruin everything… no matter what the atmosphere was like 
otherwise. 
I DO! 
Sometimes it is easy to forget that all of us are in a wedding covenant with Christ as our 
groom and we who follow Him as the bride of Christ.  And we too are called to live into a 
holy covenant in which we say “I DO” to Christ.  
We at Second Avenue UMC have a chance this fall to say I DO to Christ in so many ways.   
I DO! 
Please consider the MANY ways to live out that covenant relationship this Fall.  There 
will be Disciple Bible Study opportunities… the start up of the ROCK… Music group op-
portunities… new Spiritual growth and Christian education opportunities, a tremendous 
opportunity in the 20/20 Vision Initiative (much more info to come soon on this!!!!)… 
numerous small groups to be a part of… and many community outreach opportunities!  
Just to name a few. 
I DO! 
Specifically, please be in prayer for the weekend of September 12-13.  This will be our 
kick-off weekend and ministry explosion into the fall and all that it brings.  We will 
celebrate the many opportunities that we have to say I DO in Christ!  I would like to ask 

Cont..



• Changed Lives in Christ 
• Move of God’s Spirit 
• Discernment for God’s   
       Guiding 
• Unity In Spirit 
• Commitment in areas of  
      service 
• A heart to invite others    
       to know Christ 
• Transformational focus 
• Trusting each other 
• Success of the 20/20 vi    

sion initiative  

                                                                                    PRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGE     

Please be in prayer for: 

• Fall Launch and Ministry Ex-
plosion, Sept. 12-13 

• Start of R.O.C.K., Sept. 23 
• Transformation through the 

renewing of our minds 
• Hearts to give generously & 

sacrificially  
• A Faith-In-Christ Explosion & 

New life 
• Hearts  & Willingness for 

Prayer 
• Willing Servants  
• Godly provision 

• More of God, Less 
of us 

• Removal of barriers 
to new life and 
spiritual  growth 

• Experience of God’s 
Love  

Few things are as important as prayer 

each and every one of us to prayerfully consider this weekend and to please make it a 
priority to be there…Over the course of this weekend we will have the opportunity to 
engage fully the parts of our vision that lead to TRANSFORMATION: Experiencing 
God in Dynamic Worship, Connecting with God in Creating Community, and serving 
and learning about God in Faithful Living. 
I DO! 
May our response to this weekend and the launch into the Fall truly be I DO!  Lest we 
miss so much of what Christ wants to invite us into.  This is not the time for us to say, 
“Maybe…” or “If I feel like it…” and certainly not “No… I do not.”  Christ calls us into 
HIS story… where we realize that everything is truly spiritual!  How amazing that we 
are the chosen bride to be a part of that story.  Let us respond to Christ’s invitation with 
a resounding, I DO! 
In Christ, Pastor Matt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 12-13 
Second Avenue UMC 

Time ???? 

Come experience all this Fall has to offer! 

 
New Discipleship/Exploration Class 

Would you like to more about what goes on at Second Avenue UMC? Do you have 
questions about what all is involved with life here? Are you excited about what you are 
experiencing and would like to get more involved? Is God leading you to something 
deeper such as joining in membership at the church? We invite you to join us as we ex-
plore what being a disciple of Christ is all about at Second Avenue UMC? See Pastor 
Matt or contact the church office if you are interested in learning more about the 
church and possibly joining the church. This learning opportunity will begin Sunday, 
Sept. 20th following the 10:45 service, lunch provided. 

Pastor’ s Message Cont.. . 
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Year of Prayer! 
Please consider signing up for one of the following dates for prayer. When you come to 
the church to pray, feel free to pray wherever and however you’d like. If you would like a 
list of prayer points, they are located right inside the Ad Council room off the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact Jen Harry if you have any questions. Thank you for taking prayer se-
riously! Listed are the dates still available for September. 
September: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 16, 18, 22, 23, 24, 29, 30 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Valley View: Mary Coldwell, Margie Grove, Vivian Irvin, and Sarah Ieraci 
Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and Audrey Hampton 
Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence Points 
Lutheran Home:   Dorothy Brooks 
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim Fedesco 
Altoona Center For Nursing Care: Helen Faust  
Winds At Mattern Orchard:  Mary Bakoss 
At Home: Gloria Jackson, Dorothy Liebegott, Pat Pavlic, Clesta Slogenhop, Edna Van-
Zandt, Anna Mae Dobson, Pauline Bollinger, Isabel Woomer, John McKee, and Betty 
Lenson 
Out of Town Concerns:  Sharon Rhoads, Jim Hoover, Betty Meyer, Bill Foster 
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From Our Discipleship Coordinator:From Our Discipleship Coordinator:From Our Discipleship Coordinator:From Our Discipleship Coordinator:    
I don’t want to wait until Thanksgiving to voice my thanks for all of you!  August 15th 
was an incredible day as so many from our church family pitched in to make the Block 
Party happen!  Folks were willing to sit for hours manning stations, getting sun burnt 
(or dunked in the dunk tank), setting up and tearing down EVERYTHING, and running 
around so that there was enough food and fun for all!  All of the details melted into the 
landscape of people coming together to get to know one another and enjoy time to-
gether.  Continue praying for relationships that were cultivated on that day.  Pray that 
they are not just a one day thing, but become the kind of relationships that are transfor-
mational!   
As fall approaches, I hope that even if you have to put away the sunscreen and beach 
towels you will find yourself refreshed by the newness of the season.  There will be a lot 
starting anew from small groups, to new disciple classes and SGO's, to stuff for the kids 
to new opportunities to become involved in service.  As you look to where you are 
plugged in and can be plugged in this fall, revisit the three areas of our vision.  Are you 
truly experiencing Dynamic Worship, connecting in Creating Community, and growing 
as a result of Faithful Living?  This fall, the goal would not to be adding one new thing to 
your schedule, but instead to go deeper.  Strengthen your commitments to the areas 
you serve in.  Make them a true priority out of your love for Christ.  Invest in your small 
group and the lives of those involved in it.  Care for one another as Christ cares for us.  
Experience God minute by minute in your life.  Recognize His work in the moment that 
you are in.  As we go deeper, we can experience a true refreshing that comes from God.  
 
 
    

 

  CALLING ALL PARENTS AND CHILDREN: 

 

 
Please join us at 9:30am on the  morning of September 13 as we promote our 
children to their next levels of education within the church! This will be a time to recog-
nize our children and encourage them as they learn about Christ. 
We also want to encourage all of our parents to connect with learning and spiritual 
growth opportunities that will be available! Please make every effort to be with us! We 
look forward to seeing you there.  
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Charge Conference with a Slight Twist! 
This year’s annual Charge Conference with District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, 
will be held on Sunday, October 18 from 7-8:30pm. The twist is that two charge 
conferences will be held at one site, right here at Second Ave. UMC. Two charges 
meet at the same place at different  times sharing worship at the end of the first 
conference and the beginning of the second.  
This year we will share in worship with Christ Community before our charge confer-
ence begins at 7pm. This conference time is open to all and ALL are strongly encour-
aged to attend. 
 
 
Greetings church family! 
A big hello from Australia. I've been here a number of  weeks now. It is incredibly 
beautiful. We toured Sydney as a scavenger hunt. My group got lost, but it was fun 
none the less. Classes have started . I'm taking a photography class, so I can't wait to 
share my pictures with all of you when I get back. At first while here, I had an ex-
tremely hard time staying asleep, so I started doing my devotions. I'm reading 
through Numbers right now, when you get a chance, you all should look it up. Chap-
ter 16..verse 3 I think, talks about not treating people differently. That is kind of my 
theme for my time here. I want to treat everyone as equals. It's been quite the chal-
lenge already. I celebrated my birthday with kangaroo, emu and crocodile pizza. It 
was not good at all, but it was a blast trying something new. As  most of you know, 
I'm not a very good cook, but I've been helping my host mom with dinner the past 
two nights. The director of the program said that was a pretty big deal that she let 
me help because she doesn't usually like other people in her kitchen. We've had 
some great conversations already. I think the Lord is starting a really great thing 
there. Thank you all very much for your prayers. I've been praying for all of you as 
well. I will try to keep you all updated on my life here in Sydney. I miss you all. I pray 
that God keeps moving at Second Avenue, and that you can bless the lives of others 
with the hope that you have. All my love, Mindi 
If you would like to be in touch with Mindi while she is away, please send all corre-
spondence to: 
Regular Mail:   Packages: 
Mindi Ferguson   Mindi Ferguson 
ASC Wesley Institute  ASC Wesley Institute 
PO Box 534               5 Mary Street 
Drummoyne, NSW 1470  Drummoyne, NSW 2047 
Australia    Australia 
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September September September September     

BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!    

1 Mark Criste 
     Helen Faust 
     John McKee 
3 Sharon Lang 
     Wade Koelle 
4 Breon Walker 
     Steve Coldwell 
6 Vivian Irvin 
     Roy Yingling 
7 David Smith Jr. 
     Jennifer Fochler 
     Jim Daski 

1 Steve & Debra Hazenstab 
3 Douglas & Karen Beldin 
5 Eric & Danielle Mattern 
13  Donnie & Amber Rhodes III 
15 Tom & Debbie Ross 
     Steve & Donna Porter 
18 Wade & Sherry Koelle 
21 John & Beverly McKee 
24 Scott & Nicole Hileman 
28 Eric & Kendra Valentino 

21 Sandy Smith 
22 Edie Weible 
23 Carolyn Lockard 
     Kathy Bickel 
     Damian Branas 
25 Jean Stevanus 
26 Carla Griffin 
27 Nellie Zeiders 
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the following families: 
Mary Louise Bookhamer and Carole A. Bookhamer on the loss of their brother/
father, William T. Bookhamer on Wednesday, July 22, 2009.  
Jeanette Yingling whose mother, Dorothy Edmundson, passed away on Wednesday, 
July 29, 2009. 
Clare McKelvey on the passing of her father, Clair E. McKelvey on Friday, Aug. 14, 
2008 
Donna Lysinger on the passing of her nephew, William Robert Ross on Friday, Aug. 
14, 2009. 

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call 
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each 
month. Thanks! 

I would like to thank everyone for the 
cards, prayers, and phone calls following 

my recent surgery. 
Edie Weible 

Thank you so very much for the prayers, 
food, visits, calls and care during and after 
my surgery. It is such a blessing to have 
you as my church family. 
God’s Love and Blessings, 
Jean Stevanus 

A BIG thanks to Bette  
Fischer our July Altar Person! 

A sincere thank you to all those who 
helped prepare the funeral luncheon after 
the passing of our mother. Everything 
was so nice and so good and we appreci-
ated your being there at a time when we 
really needed you. 
Judy Thomas & Jeanette Yingling 

A special thanks to all who filled the Au-

gust prayer calendar! Some dates are still 

open for Sept. and throughout the remain-

der of the year. Let’s see if we can fill 

EVERY day for the rest of the year!! You 

can sign up on the calendar in the back of 

the sanctuary.  

 

8 Sue Fochler 
     Jennifer Sanker 
     Parker Cook 
9 Nicole Ross 
11 Kimberly Koelle 
12 Rachel Moyer 
14 Stella Coldwell 
15  Diane Chathams 
      Lester Stotler III 
      Paul Weible 
16 Nicole Stotle 
17 Richard Hileman 
     Brandy McCommons 
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COUNTERS:   
Edie Weible, Dick & Dottie Hileman, Bill Bickel 

SOUND: 
Elevation: 
09/05   Pat Hopkins 
09/12   Marshall Straight  
09/19   Rachel Ferguson 
09/26   Scott Thompson 

 Sunday Worship: 
09/06   Pat Hopkins 
09/13    Eric Mattern 
09/20   Wade Koelle 
09/27   Curtis Davidhizar 

NURSERY (Elevation): 
08/05   Jim Kennedy 
   Gretchen Kennedy 
09/12   Christine Hopkins 
   Tabitha Fornari 
09/19   Bette Fischer  
   Donna Lysinger 
09/26   Bonita Thompson 
               Nicole Hileman 
 

GREETERS: 
8:15am:  Bonnie Irwin 
Donna Lysinger, Sue 
Fochler 
10:45am: Justin Trostle, 
Traci Wombacher, Mary-
lou Mathieu 

POWER POINT: 
Elevation: 
09/05   Curtis Davidhizar 
09/12    Justin Trostle 
09/19    Rachel Ferguson 
09/26   Andy Bollinger 

10:45am: 
09/06   Don Rice 
09/13    Justin Trostle 
09/20   Rachel Ferguson 
09/27   Andy Bollinger 

MINI CHURCH 
09/06    Priscilla Heicler, Brooke McChessney 
09/13    Traci Wombacher 
09/20    Kelly Aharrah, Clare McKelvey 
09/27    Danielle Mattern, Amber Rhodes 

 
JR. CHURCH 

09/06   Gina Barefoot  
09/13    Rachel Ferguson 
09/20   Sherry Koelle 
09/27   Karen George 
 

READERS: (8:15am) 
09/06    Harriet Koelle 
09/13     Sue Fochler 
09/20    Sharon Lang 
09/27    Lory Morgan 
 

NURSERY (10:45am): 
09/06:  Helen Weller 
               Terry Koelle 
    Bonita Thompson 
09/13:  Marian Rice 
               Jen Fochler 
               David Bickel 
09/20:   Jes Simonis 
               Tabatha Becker 
    Sue Fochler 
09/27:  Kirsten Davidhizar 
               Jen DeBlois 
    Sherri Hileman 

Serving in SeptemberServing in SeptemberServing in SeptemberServing in September    

Every single day of your life God will give you 
opportunities to serve Him by serving His chil-
dren. Welcome those opportunities with open 
arms. They are God’s gift to you, His way of 

allowing you to achieve greatness  
in His Kingdom! 
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Upcoming Events: 

Wed. Bible Study – Every Wed.  10am 
Youth - Every Sunday at 6pm 
Executive Comm. Mtgs.—None in Sept. 
Fall Launch/Ministry Explosion—Sept. 12-13 

Promotion Sunday—Sept. 13 
More information on these and other events throughout 

this month’s Scroll   

Kangaroo Klub Mentors: 

Remind your kids that the R.O.C.K. 

program starts on Wednesday, Sept. 

23rd at 4:30pm! 

Fall Disciple Classes  
Again this Fall we will be offering Disciple Bible Study. Please begin to think about 
becoming a part of this amazing growth experience. Sign-up sheets are now 
available in the foyer area.   
Disciple I- Begins Thursday, Sept. 17 at the Koinonia House 7-9:30pm.  Led by 
Lory Morgan 
Disciple II – Begins Sunday, Sept. 20th at Second Ave. UMC.9-10:30am  Led by: 
Tom Shields 
Disciple III – Begins Mon., Sept. 14 location to be determined 7-9:30pm  Led by: 
Lisa Hann 
Disciple Special Studies – Begins Mon., Sept. 14 at 6:30pm at the Ross Home. 
Led by: Jackie Ross 

New Study Group, beginning mid-Sept. (date to be announced) working through 
the book, “The Battlefield Of The Mind” by Dr. Joyce Meyers. The book deals with 
worry, doubt, confusion, depression, anger, all these attacks on the mind. If you suf-
fer from negative thoughts, this book will teach you how to deal with changing and 
to think the way God thinks.  I would love to have some feedback on whether most 
people would enjoy this group Sunday mornings or evenings in my home, and/or 
other’s instead. Please call MaryAnn Cook at 941-8534 if you have any questions. 
Also I am looking for used copies of this book for lend. Call me and let me know. 
They can be dropped off at the church, or I can pick them up. I’m really excited 
about, this and hope you will be too! 

“HEROES MAKE A DIFFERENCE” PATRIOTIC MUSICAL TRIBUTE 
      Since the tragic events of 9/11/2001 Simpson-Temple United Parish made a 
commitment to host an annual Tribute on September 11.  This year we continue that 
commitment on Friday, Sept. 11 at 7:00 p.m.  The church is located at 
2212  Sixth Avenue, Altoona.  Please feel free to join us! 
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  September Dates: 
 September 6, No Youth (Labor Day) 
 September 13,  Youth 6pm (Bring a Friend Cookout) 
 September 20,  Regular Youth 6pm 
 September 27,  Regular Youth 6pm 

 
 

 R.O.C.K. 
(Reaching Out to Community Kids) 

I recently had a conversation with a group of individuals regarding funding for the 
R.O.C.K. Unfortunately, they were not able to help us. You know, the tough economy, 
everybody asking for money, the same thing we are hearing everywhere. Please do not 
get the wrong impression of these folks. They are an active, caring and willing contribu-
tor within our community and have supported us in the past. There was a concern 
voiced about how many people are now in need of services and how difficult it is for pro-
grams like our to continue to help. I said to them that we at Second Ave. view these diffi-
cult times as a golden opportunity to help, regardless of financial problems.  The more 
people that come through our doors, the better. I told them that we have faith that God 
will provide for us and allow us to succeed, to impact lives. I thanked them for their con-
cern and desire to help not only us, but the city as a whole. It felt good to be able to say 
that, to believe that. 
As always, God showed Himself again to be a faithful God. Within two weeks after this 
meeting, the R.O.C.K. received several generous donations and received a substantial 
grant from Operation Our Town. This funding sets the R.O.C.K. in a position to con-
tinue to operate, and grow, for the next few years. 
Now this is where things get a little tricky. The most important thing we need is people. 
God has helped us with the funding needed. We all know how many kids here in Al-
toona desperately need our help. Your help. Please take a moment to think about joining 
us. We do not need a total commitment to be here every Wednesday from 4:30-7pm. 
Sure that would be great and helpful but if you could just give an hour to come and have 
dinner, play in the gym or help with a craft project, the impact is guaranteed to be sig-
nificant. Plus it is a blast! 
The R.O.C.K. will begin its ‘09-10 year on Wednesday, Sept. 23. If you have any ques-
tions, comments, or suggestions, please get a hold of me. You can reach me at the 
church at 943-2072 or at 502-3676. I believe with all of my being that the main reason 
the R.O.C.K. succeeds is the support and prayers from the congregation. Prayers are 
more valuable than money. 
Thanks, Danny 
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER:  

I had my yard cleaned out this 
Fall and it looks neat and I like 
to keep it that way. My yard 
gets filled with falling leaves. 
My grass man does a good job. 
As we think of the wonders of 
nature that our Lord has given 
us, I wonder if folks really are 
thankful for the beauty we 
have to enjoy each season. 
We have to open our eyes and 
gaze upon that beauty. We 
need to be grateful and appre-
ciative with thanks.  
Spring will bring new life, with 
new leaves and we can see the 
beauty all over again. 

How do you feel about 
God’s nature for us? 
Enjoy! 
Erdean 

A sense of gratitude for God’s presence in our lives will 
help open our eyes to what he has done in the past and 
what he will do in the future. 

                                                                           Emilie Barnes 

We will once again be 
hosting a Love Feast at 
Simpson Temple on Sat., 
Sept. 26th.  
Come be a part of the 
group of volunteers that 
serve a free meal to any-
one in need. Volunteers 
are needed between 
9:30am and 2:30pm. 
We take prepared food to 
Simpson Temple, set up, 
finish preparing, serve, 
clean up and return to 
Second Ave. church.  
This is a “sit down” style 
meal to make our guests 
feel special. We greet 

call Jean Stevanus at 942-
2742. 

We hope you can come be 
a part of this amazing 
outreach opportunity! 

 

Suppose a brother or a sis-
ter is without clothes and 
daily food. If one of you 
says to him, “Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing 
about his physical needs, 
what good is it? 

                          James 2: 15, 16 

 

people, the tables are 
decorated and we give 
everyone a “treat bag” to 
take home. We serve 120
-170 people at each meal. 
Homemade cookies are 
needed and can be 
dropped off on Friday at 
Second Ave. or Saturday 
morning at Simpson 
Temple 
To help or for more in-
formation please see or  



Balance End of June             $20,473.40 

Total receipts for  July          $21,174.02 

Total disbursements July      $21,053.86 

Balance End of July              $20,593.24 
A complete breakdown of this report is 
available by request.  
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Treasurer’s Report: 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

08/02                 $4,370.98 
08/09                 $3,826.11 
08/16                 $5,215.30 
08/23         $3,432.48 
08/30   See October Scroll 

WORSHIP 
08/02                268      
08/09                     230 
08/16                     214      
08/23                     235 
08/30 See Oct. Scroll 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
08/02                        40 
08/09                        59 
08/16                        69    
08/23                65      
08/30  See Oct. Scroll 

 

September items needed: 
toilet tissue, bars of soap, and 
all non-perishables. 
Please continue to remember 
those in need especially in these 
difficult times. All items can be 
placed in the foyer area in the 
box by the windows. 
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!! 

FUNDRAISERS 
Cell Phone Drive:  Please continue to donate 
your inactive cell phones with their batteries 
(No chargers or accessories needed). 100% of 
the proceeds go directly to the church. 

ATTENDANCE 

SMALL GROUPS 
80 for the month  

MEETING REMINDERS: 

No Exectutive Committee mtgs. In 
Sept. 

How Giving Is Saving Lives 
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Dear Rev. Lake and Second Avenue UMC, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of the risen Christ! 
We in the Central PA Conference are committed to “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.” That can only happen if each congregation is 
fully engaged in becoming disciple making people God has called you to be. 
The importance of creating ways for the people of our churches to engage in a life long 
journey of growing closer to God cannot be over emphasized. To truly become a disci-
ple of Christ requires a commitment to knowing about faith, being in relationship to 
God, and doing the acts of ministry. 
At a recent Cabinet meeting we spent time identifying congregations which we believe 
demonstrate intentional faith development. We commend Second Ave. UMC for the 
sermon series on finances and for offering an in-depth course in financial responsibil-
ity in all aspects of life. We celebrate that people are growing in discipleship because of 
what you offer as a congregation! 
Thank you for your ministry in Altoona and beyond. You are in my prayers and those 
of the District Superintendents as together we continue to take a leap of faith, to do 
whatever is necessary to proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.  
In Christ’s Service, Bishop Jane Allen Middleton 

Transformation through REACHING SEEK-
ERS, BUILDING BELIEVERS IN CHRIST! 
This is our vision and goal at Second Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Our hope is to see 
people grow closer to Christ through Dynamic 
Worship, Faithful Living, and Creating Commu-
nity. We believe that lives are changed, chal-
lenged, and transformed through the powerful 
love of Jesus Christ and hope to share that love 
through intentional relationships in our worship, 
in our living, and in our community. We are a 
growing and vibrant congregation ministering to 
infants, youth, families, and seniors. We seek to 
reach everyone with the love of Christ through 
both traditional worship and contemporary wor-
ship (including a praise team, drama team, and 
dance team). We would love to grow and experi-
ence transformational life with you! 

We’re On the Web! 

www.2ndaveumc.org 

Reaching Seekers,  
Building Believers,  

In Christ 
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Leadership University Fall 2009 
Altoona—Greenwood United Methodist 

September 26 & October 3 

Basic Lay Speaking ( This course only—must attend all four weeks—first four Thurs-
days in October 1, 8, 15, 22 from 6-9pm at 15th St. UMC, Huntingdon). This course is de-
signed to prepare persons for leadership in the local church as well as for preaching ser-
mons. I tis required for new lay speakers and persons who eventually desire to become certi-
fied lay minister candidates.                                                                       Rev. Fred Hickok 

Bible Study on Hebrews—”The Household of God”  (Both wks. 1.0 credit course) Even 
John Wesley wrestled with his relationship to Jesus, what about you? As we wander through 
Hebrews, we’ll rediscover family ties and completed promises for those who have inherited 
the First Born’s birthright.                                                         Instructor to be announced 

Conflict Management (Both weeks 1.0 credit course)  
We will look at participant’s styles of addressing conflict, tools and attitudes which help or 
hinder us in our search for reconciliation and how to maintain a focus on serving Jesus 
Christ in the midst of conflict.                                                Rev. Elaine Shafer-Stroud 

Plan an Lead Worship (both weeks 1.0 credit course) Plan, prepare, and lead engaging 
and meaningful worship services through participation in this course. Class discussion and 
activities will focus on the development of the service, preparation of the worship space, and 
the active involvement of those worshipping together                                    Rev. Joey Fleck 

Praising with Power Point (Both weeks 1.0 credit course) In this class you will find 
out about the latest software programs and technology needed for Power point, suggested 
websites to get information to use during the services, license information for your church 
using the Power Point for music, visuals, and movies, and suggested ways of using Power 
Point during the delivery of sermons. Members of the Technology Team of First Hollidays-
burg will be present for guidance and help.                           Rev. Jennifer Parks-Snyder 

Witnessing (Sept. 26 only 0.5 credit course) How do we tell our stories to others so that 
they have a desire to know Christ? How can we get over feeling uncomfortable sharing our 
story with others? Are there ways to witness that aren’t painful? How can we provide an ef-
fective witness to Jesus Christ in a secular world. Come and wrestle with these questions and 
find some answers.                                                                                     Rev. Ron Doverspike 

Course registrations due two weeks before the start of the course and 
can be sent to:  April Galbraith 884 Burket Drive Martinsburg PA 16662. (814) 

793-0235,  Aeg2313@atlanticbb.net  
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My Mission Trip Experience: 
I’ve gone on several mission trips over the past 6 years and each one is different in many 
ways. For me, this one was difficult in the beginning of the week. I questioned what my pur-
pose was and what my role was supposed to be. Am I skilled and organized enough this time 
around? 
Over the course of the week,. we met a number of different people all with a story to tell: 
A woman named Dorothy. She was a 76 yr. old widow. She just got out of the hospital. Doro-
thy and her husband built their house when they were 19. Of course as years passed they ac-
cumulated a lot of stuff. It became overwhelming to her. The inside needed painted and 
needed new flooring but with all the clutter it didn’t seem possible to her. We moved a lot of 
clutter outside to a storage trailer, painted 4 rooms, put flooring down in 3 rooms and a 
bathroom and moved some stuff back in and kept some unnecessary clutter out in the ga-
rage for family members to go through. 
Nellie. Nellie was alone. She needed a new porch roof because every time she would come 
out of her house she took a chance that the roof could fall down on her. One of the guys on 
the job said the roof came down with literally on tug of his finger. Some of our people got to 
talk with Nellie and visit while they were working. Not only did she need a roof but she 
needed a friend.  
Dana. I got the feeling she was a single mom raising her teenage son. We had the privilege of 
painting a bedroom and putting new flooring in the bedroom and laundry room. Some of us 
also power washed her house. 
Sandy. Sandy lived in a mobile home with her son Albert. Albert was 38 yrs. Old and at one 
time full of life. About 5 yrs. Ago, he was in a motorcycle accident and because of different 
circumstances he now weighs almost 500 lbs. Because the floor in the bathroom was sinking 
down, we got to put in a new floor, paint her hallway, living room, kitchen, and kitchen cabi-
nets and her ceiling. We gave her a fresh look to her home. 
So you see, that each one of these people has a story. They carry hurt and pain. At times feel 
alone and helpless. That is our purpose, to be with them. To serve them. To show them love. 
We each played a role in serving this week. Whether it was cutting floor boards or cleaning 
out a sink. Each job needed done and it was just as important as the other.  
As I look back at this week, I remember how we served these people, how we served each 
other on this trip, how our focus was to dig deeper to find the meaning of being humble.  
We showed love to Dorothy, to Nellie, to Dana, and to Sandy… We showed love to each 
other. We modeled to our children that were with us that this is what we do and that we love 
them and God loves them. 
When the week was done, they were so thankful and so appreciative . When God calls us to 
serve in whatever way, that is a purpose.                                                                       Terry Koelle 


